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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
FEBRUARY 22, 1895.-0rdered to be printed. 
Mr. CocKRELL presented the following 
LETTER FROM THE COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS REL-
ATIVE TO SURVEY AND SEGREGATION OF THE COAL FIELDS 
ON THE SAN CARLOS RESERVATION. 
DEP .A.RTMEN'l' OF '.l'HE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFF .A.IRS. 
Washington, February 9, 1895. 
SIR: I received from you, on yesterday, a telephone message request-
ing me to examine the paragraph on page 59, lines 5 to 7, of the sun-
dry civil bill as passed the House, relatfog to survey and segregation 
of the coal fields on the San Carlos Reservation, Ariz., and make- fu]l 
report to you as to purpose and effect of said provision and my opinion 
as to the necessity or propriety of this work. 
The provision referred to is as follows: 
For the purpose of a survey and segregation of the coal :fields on the San Carlo 
Indian Reservation, in Arizona, five thousand dollars. 
As to just what ultimate effect this legislation would have I am not 
prepared to say, as there is no provision as to what disposition shall be 
made of the coal fields when segregated. The apparent purpose of it 
is to cut off from the reservation the lands embracing the coal fields and 
have them surveyed in order that they may become subject to disposal 
under the general land laws. 
These coal fields lie south of the Gila River opposite the present site of 
the San Carlos Agency. For many years the people of A.rizonaespecially 
have been endeavoring to get possession of these lands in order to utilize 
the coal which is known to exist there in more or less quantities. 
The legislature of Arizona has several times petitioned Congress to 
that end. 
This office has always bee:n in sympathy with the people in their 
desire to obtain possession of these coal fields, but has always taken 
the ground that the consent of the Indians should first be obtained and 
that they should be paid a reasonable sum for the lands. 
I had occasion not long ago to make a report to the Secretary of the 
Interior touching this very matter, in which I remarked in substance 
that the Indians of the White Mountain Reservation were known to be 
very jealous respecting their boundary lines; that they were well aware 
that these coal fields were and have long been coveted by the whites, 
which fact doubtless gavethemavaluewhich they did not possess before 
this was to well understood. 
My suggestions were that an inspector of the Department be sent to 
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negotiate with the Indians for the ~ession or relinquishment to the 
United States of the lands embracmg the coal fields, and that any 
agreement made should be submitted to Congress for its action. 
I am still strongly of the opinion that these lands should not be segre-
gated without the consent of the Indians, and just compensation; and 
if the effect of the clause in the sundry civil bill, above cited, would be 
contrary to this equitable plan, I think it should be stricken out.. 
.As having a direct bearing upon this question, I liave the honor to 
invite your attention to the fact that only the other day the President 
vetoed a bill granting a right of way to a railway compauy through this 
reservation largely upon the ground that it did not provide for first 
obtaining the consent of the Indians. (See Senate Ex. Doc. No. 49, 
Fitty-third Congress, third sessiou.) 
In conclusfon I will add that the paragraph in the snndry civil bill 
providing for this "survey and segregation" did not originate in this 
office, nor do I know where it did originate. I am free to say, however, 
that these coal fields ought to be made available to public use, and I 
believe that upon a proper preRentation of the case to the Indians they 
would give their consent. · 
Very respectfully, 
D. M. BROWNING, Commissioner. 
Hon. F. M. COCKRELL, 
Chairman Senate Oornmittee on Appropriations. 
(Through the Secretary of the Interior.) 
DEPARTMENT OF 'l'HE INTERIOR, February 9, 1895. 
Respectfully forwarded to the chairman Committee on .Appropria-
tions, United States Senate. 
HOKE SMI'.l'H, Secretary. 
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